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CRABBE'S FILIBUSTERS'. 

BY H. D. BARROWS. 

The lawless spirit of Filibusterism which prevailed in the good 
old slavery times when the Democratic Party ruled the country and 
slavery dominated the Democratic Party, met with some pretty 
rough back-sets along in the latter part of the decade of the '50s. 
Crabbe and his crowd were exterminated and the fate of Walker 
and his ragamuffins was not much better. 

"Manifest destiny," proclaimed that Mexico and Central America, 
by right, or by a better title still, superior force, ought to belong 
to us, and for our people to overrun our neighbors for the purpose 
of spreading our institutions (including by implication, the "divine 
institution" slavery), was to engage in a "crusade" compared with 
which in practical results, that of the middle ages, was unimportant. 

Henry A. Crabbe, a prominent politician in the early history of 
this state, enlisted a lot of adventurous spirits, in the winter of 
1856-7, in an expedition to the Gadsden Purchase and to Sonora, 
Mexico. The members of the party, who came down in small squads 
from San Francisco by steamer and otherwise, rendezvoused at Los 
Angeles were fitted out for their journey by land via Yuma to 
Sonora. Although they talked "settlement on the Gadsden Pur- 
chase," etc., whilst they were here, it was strongly suspected that 
their real destination was northern Mexico, and that their intention 
was not altogether peaceable. After the party left here, quite a 
number of the members fell out with the leaders and came back 
here and returned by steamer to their homes in the upper country. 
They said they enlisted in good faith to go as settlers to the new 
territory belonging to the United States, and that they had no 
sympathy with filibusters. They also said that after they set out 
from here, the leaders of the party made no secret of their inten- 
tions of going to Sonora to join the rebel Gandara faction, and 
then to take the government into their own hands and set up for 
themselves, after the fashion of Walker. 

Crabbe, who was a man of considerable character and ability, 
claimed to have been invited thither by Gandara, Ainsa and other 
influential citizens of Sonora. Two leaders of the filibusters, it 
seems had married sisters of Ainsa. 

The Sonorians were well advised of the approach of the fili- 
busters, and they made preparations as any people having a spark 
of patriotism would have done under similar circumstances, to re- 
ceive them in a manner befitting the character and objects of 
such an expedition. The first news concerning the fate of the party 
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was received here about the first of May, (1857), which was to the 
effect, that the entire party including Crabbe, the leader, consisting 
of nearly 100 men, had been slain. Afterwards this news was 
substantially confirmed, and we also learned that Crabbe and his 
forces were beseiged at a small town, Cavorca, near Altar, in the 
state of Sonora, and after several days of fighting, and after the 
house or houses in which they fortified themselves had been cut off 
from the only water within their reach they were compelled to sur- 
render unconditionally to the Sonorians as prisoners of war, when 
the entire party except one boy, was taken out in detachments and 
shot. Later Majors Wood and Tozer of the Crabbe party arrived 
here bringing further details. 

It appears that these two men had been dispatched by Crabbe after 
crossing the Colorado River, to the Gadsden Purchase to raise 
additional forces ; and it was owing to this fact that they were not 
shot with the rest of the party. Something like two thousand 
men were said to have been in the vicinity of Cavorca and the 
Mexican official account of the affair with the filibusters represented 
the people and the authorities of Sonora as enthusiastic in the 
defence of their soil, and as having done a praiseworthy act in their 
own and the world's eyes, in having completely annihilated their 
invaders. 

And thus ingloriously ended another of the numerous filibuster 
expeditions of those times, which brought disgrace and only dis- 
grace on the American name. The lesson taught in each case was 
bitter but it was wholesome. There were some good and true- 
hearted men in Gen. Crabbe's band, the writer had known one of 
them, Frank Wilder, a young clerk in Boston, of good family ; but 
he and others of the party, in an evil hour, permitted themselves 
to be seduced into an expedition which was neither lawful among 
nations nor individuals. 

It is not surprising that Crabbe and his followers met the fate 
they did. The Sonorians knew of their coming, and very naturally 
they took one of the two courses left them ; they must meet and 
destroy their invaders — or be overrun and plundered themselves. 
From the disastrous results of the experiments in Lower California, 
Sonora, Nicaragua and Cuba, the American people learned, and 
not wholly in vain, the salutary lesson that if their institutions were 
ever to be spread over this continent it must be by other means 
than by filibusterism. 

As a writer of that time, commenting on the sad ending of Crabbe's 
expedition, said: "Let the horrible suffering and miserable deaths 
of these immolated victims of the Juggernaut of Anglo-American 
rapacity, constrain the people and the press of our country to lure 
no more young men into the jaws of dishonorable death !" 



